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in which we had our seats, and an expectant hush
fell upon the crowd as the Wrights' " bird " flapped
its wings in an effort to rise from the ground.
Eventually, after what appeared as a terrific effort,
it managed to detach itself from the turf, and, at a
height of about three feet, fly for a distance of about
twenty yards. After this " hop/' it apparently
became exhausted, and " sat down " heavily. The
demonstration then ended.
The Marchese was always interested in new
inventions, was a friend of progress, and always
endeavoured to remain abreast with modern thought.
He had been conversing with Senator Blazerna, a
famous scientist.
" Man will never be able to fly ! " said the Senator
in a voice of conviction ; and his opinion was shared
by most of the people present. How much has been
accomplished in the few brief decades which separate
that time from the present! How surprised those
men would be if they could suddenly return to
earth now!
My father did not know what the word " fear "
meant, and he had a great sense of humour.
Whilst lunching one day in Rome, a letter was
brought to him, and inside was an extremely dirty
piece of paper, on which was drawn a skull and
cross-bones, and under it was written : " You will
be murdered to-day on your way to the Senate."
Papa was going, that afternoon, to make a speech on
the necessity of passing new laws for the suppression
of strikes. I implored him not to go, and to inform
the police. He sternly asked me : " Whom do you
take me for ? " I accompanied him downstairs, and
I confess I was shaking in every limb. As we reached